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Study Results:

Permit conditions set by the legislation do not take into
account dental activity: inspection of newly opened
dental institutions is not envisaged. Mandatory moni-
toring carried out by the Ministry of Health during the
Covid-19 pandemic revealed shortcomings of IPC in
dental clinics of Georgia. KAP of medical staff of dental
institutions on IC require improvement. Rate of refusal
of patients (62.5%) to be treated in a clinic where in-
fected patients are also treated indicates stigmatization
towards the infected patients and distrust of the popu-
lation to IC measures at the dental clinics.

Recommended:

Due to high risk of spread of healthcare-associated in-
fections, dental activities must be regulated by the state
permit conditions. ,IPC Support Teams" should assist
clinics in implementation and enforcement of IPC reg-
ulations. Clinics should provide staff with training and
seminars on IPC issues to improve infectious safety. It
is necessary to improve patients’ knowledge and raise
public awareness on IC issues. It is recommended that
more study time be devoted to obligatory knowledge
and skills on IPC issues and permanent trainings at
dentistry departments.

Key words: Dental Institutions, IC (Infection control),
IPC (Infection prevention and control), KAP (Knowl-
edge-Attitude-Practice), SOP (Standard operating
procedure), HAIs (Healthcare-associated infections).
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Methodology

Infection prevention and control (IPC)
measures are an important factor in pro-
viding effective public health system.
The aim of the research was to assess
infection control system at dental
institutions of Georgia and optimize in-
fection prevention approaches. Despite
the importance of national strategy, the
country has not yet developed Infec-
tion Prevention and Control (IPC) sys-
tem strategy. Unlike inpatient health-
care institutions, current regulations in
Georgia do not consider inspection of
mandatory requirements at the stage

of commencement of operation of the
dental facility.
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In order to assess infection control
system of dental services, research was
conducted with participation of the
staff of the dental clinic (first compo-
nent) and patients (second component).
Under the first component of the
research was assessed 492 employees of
308 dental clinics and under the second
component 577 citizens of Georgia on
a voluntary random sampling basis
during 2018-2019. Cross-sectional
study was used for the first and sec-
ond components of the research. The
Pearson’s chi- square test was used for
interpretation. Results of the study
present the distribution of statistically

significant correlation relationship data.

Statistical analysis was performed using
the statistical software SPSS, version
23.

Availability of Infection
Control SOPs in the clinic

Availability of ICSOPs in the
clinic (%)

H Yes
M Can't recall
B There are no ICSops in the clinic

Knowledge of staff-
probability of trans mission of
infection in the clinic (%)

RI
70.9
B
69.7
HCV
83.5
HBV
83.5
HIV/AIDS

78.7

Don't know MNo MyYes

Patients attitude towards IC
measures at the clinic(%)

H Have you ever avoided dental
care due to the risk of gewing
infected?

B Are you concerned about the
risk to be infected during the
dental treatment?

80
30.
8
1.2
Yes

No I trust the
clinic’s IC
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Target

Goal of the first component of the
research was to assess knowledge-atti-
tude-practice (KAP) of medical person-
nel on the control of cross infections at
dental institutions in Georgia. Under
the second component of the research
was assessed KAP of patients on the safe
dental services.

Study Results

KAP of medical staff of dental institu-
tions on IC require improvement. In
clinics where IC measures are performed,
results of infection prevention are better.
KAP of patients towards cross-infection
control measures in dental clinics in
Georgia is at inadequate level and needs
to be improved. Impression created by
the IC level of the clinic impacts patient
satisfaction with the quality of care.

Future Research

Inspection of adherence to the require-
ments of technical regulations at the
beginning of dental activities will pro-
mote both, safety of patients and effective
management of IPC system. IPC Support
Teams should assist clinics in implemen-
tation and enforcement of IPC regula-
tions. It is recommended that more study
time be devoted to obligatory knowledge
and skills on IPC issues and permanent
trainings at dentistry departments.
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