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Hernan L. Fuenzalida-Puema, Esq., LL.M
World Progress Center, Inc., Senior Consultant,
Ohio, USA

Assessment of the program MEDEA
(Healthcare Plus)

Dear Colleagues,

The initiative by the School of Health Sciences of the Uni-
versity of Georgia to establish a “Doctoral Program in
Health Care 10” is visionary, necessary and timely. A pro-
gram grounded on new knowledge based on evidence from
epidemiological, clinical and experimental research is the
right approach and will serve needs beyond the Caucasus.
Conceived and framed on the concept of Health Care as
Global, such a Program responds to Universal Health Care
and Universal Health Financing Protection concepts and
ideals that define health care as one of the most wide-
ranging and critical areas of knowledge and practice that
impact the population world-wide.

Over the years, health care has grown from the technical
aspects of biology, chemistry and medicine as a science
and as an art. Over the last decades, health economics,
health financing and insurance, health law, anthropology,
the social and behavioral determinants of health, human
rights and gender and the role of civil society organizations
in the response to AIDS, TB, and STD configure health
care as a vast field in which many approaches convene.
Program graduates would contribute to strengthening
health systems for effective and efficient delivery of health
care services fairly and non-discriminatory and to revive
and expand the role of primary health care professionals.

In our experience as academics and advisors we witness
that weaknesses of the health systems, the constant need to
improve the quality of healthcare infrastructure, the in-
creasing costs of health care. We see the need for better and
more holistically trained health care professional at all lev-
els. And also, broader knowledge and understanding of
health care by economists, lawyers, sociologists and social
workers.

The Doctoral Program will bring together academics and
practitioners in various fields to better understand the cur-
rent and emerging medical, epidemiological, economic,
institutional, legal, economic and bio-ethical challenges.
The Program has the potential to develop models of profes-
sional training towards better academics and practitioners
building an expanded community of thinking on health
care. This approach will significantly influence Public
Health training and on the complementary relations be-
tween Health Care and Public Health.

We strongly support granting accreditation to this Program
which would be a decision with vision to develop the Pro-
gram, experiment academically, and bring forward creativi-
ty and innovation in health care. We wish that this will hap-
pen, and we will participate and contribute to its success.
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PS:

On the matter of regulations, this is an issue that — in the
case of Georgia, has to be investigated and by local lawyers
for a comprehensive, objective and clear legal opinion.

Having says the above, the MEDEA program is rich in ide-

as and proposals and has a great potential in Georgia and
hopefully in many other countries as well.

Member of the International Advisory Committee:

Hernan L. Fuenzalida-Puema, Esq., LL.M
World Progress Center, Inc., Senior Consultant,
Ohio, USA

Hernan L. Fuenzalida-Puelma, Esq. LL.M (Yale Universi-
ty) is a citizen of the United States of America and Chile, is
a lawyer with extensive international experience in 56
countries in policy and regulation, health financing and
insurance, and institutional development. Recent publica-
tions include "Moving toward Universal Health Coverage in
Social Health Insurance in Vietnam" with Aparnaa Soma-
nathan, Ajay Tandon, Huong Lan Dao, and Kari L. Hurt,
World Bank, Washington, DC, 2014. He is a member of
Bar Associations of Santiago, Chile, and Costa Rica; edito-
rial Board of Hepatology, Medicine and Policy (HMAP),
and of The World Progress Center, Inc.
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