https.//www.caucasushealth.ge E ISSN 2449-2450

Dr. Mzwandile Andi Mabhala,
MFPH, FRSM, FRSPH, PhD, Professor
University of Chester, UK

Assessment of the program Medea
(Healthcare Plus)

Before commenting about the articles posted on this issue,
could I take an opportunity to congratulate you for this
Journal? I believe that this journal has a potential to shine
the international spotlight onto your institution. I encourage
you to take a full advantage of this.

One way to take advantage of this is by making submission
to your journal accessible to wider audience. There are
enough of us to deal with the review process when that
happen, should the demand increase collectively we can
find more suitably qualified reviewer to carry the workload.

Professions-based Complete Continuous Education in
Public Health

I had an instant connection to this stream of work due to
my professional background. I was very impressed with the
way public health is offered as continuum from the under-
graduate to master degree level. Again this could have been
flagged up for the reader as a unique selling point of your
approach.

Doctoral Program: “Healthcare Plus, 10”, Framework
Platform

I was very impressed with how you structured your doctor-
al programme. It seem to address the problem that most of
University in West face on non-completion. Your pro-
gramme allows you detect at earlier stage the students who
may have progression issues. [ would be interested to see
know how you assess the completion of each stage.

I noted that you doctoral provisions involved significant
amount of teaching, this is quite different from the UK ap-
proach where PhD is entirely independent study.

Professions-based Systemic Continuous Complete High-
er Education Program: Healthcare Plus

This is a very comprehensive and ambitious package of
work. I had to view this as though I was a prospective stu-
dents. From the international students perspective, I would
say because this is quite comprehensive programme of
work, there is a need to:

1. Provide more context of the programme.

2. Describe the meaning of some of the words that have
been used, for an example, the word that have ambiguous
meaning such as “direction”

3. Signpost for the reader, why some text is presented in
red color

4. Within this package, I noted that there was no text corre-
sponding to 020304 Pharmacy and 020336 public health
you may need to cross-reference from the reader where this
text could be found.

My overall, impression of your programme is that you
have, compressive and academic rigorous prgramme.
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Dear Vasil,

Once again your productivity is admirable. This is an im-
pressive work programme. It presents an interesting possi-
bility for progression pathway through education career.

It particularly interesting to see such a good structure pos-
sible journey through education. This is obviously slightly
different from the UK/US and other countries that | have
worked in. PhD in the UK tends to be loosely structure and
focus more independent study. The loose structure has its
own advantages and disadvantages. One of the disad-
vantages in the UK is a high attrition rate. As students often
find PhD journey lonely. | envisage that your tight structure
PhD programme will overcome the programmes that we
are encountering in the UK.

Your programme presents a well-structured Post-doc pro-
gramme. | find it very useful in terms of conscientising stu-
dents that learning does not end with PhD. However, in the
UK and other education systems that | am familiar with post
-doc does not lead to an award. It leads to the production of
outputs — publication, conference presentations. The next
milestone after post-doc would be senior lecturer, associate
professor, senior fellow positions.

| was not familiar with the concept of “habilitation”. It is
rarely used in the UK, UK and other education systems |
worked for. | find your structure to be encouraging progres-
sion. Again the equivalent in the UK would be a stage when
one is working towards the professorial title. The expecta-
tion is that you demonstrate academic leadership — through
generating a substantial body of knowledge. Generating
large grant income, supporting the future generation of re-
searchers.

My main contribution in terms of advice in your programme
would be to encourage production and dissemination of
outputs all levels.

PS: I think there is a consensus amongst all of us that you
have put together an impressive programme. There is also a
collective will to see you succeed.

Kind regards

Dr. Mzwandile A Mabhala, MFPH, FRSPH, FRSM
Professor of Public Health Epidemiology,

Programme leader - MPH and Doctor of Public Health
Department of Public Health and Wellbeing

Riverside Campus, Chester

CH1 1SF, United Kingdom
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Member of the International Advisory Committee:

Dr. Mzwandile Andi Mabhala,
MFPH, FRSM, FRSPH, PhD, Professor
University of Chester, UK

Dr Mabhala has expertise in epidemiology, social justice
and research in a wide range of public health domains. He
has had several senior public health roles within the UK
National Health Service and higher education institutions,
including senior public health skills development pro-
gramme manager at the University of Oxford Institute Of

Health Sciences.

His current international roles as expert in public health

epidemiology include:

¢ Invited facilitator in the World Health Organization
(WHO) and Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) global
partnership programme for research and training in
tropical diseases;

0 Invited member of the Expert Reference Group for
GAIN, the Global Assessment of the Impact of Non-
Alcoholic Steato-Hepatitis (NASH)

socioeconomic

study;

Nationally Dr Mabhala sits in All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Global Health. He has fellowships and member-
ships of the most prestigious of the UK’s public health bod-
ies — Member of the Faculty of Public Health (MFPH), Fel-
low of the Royal Society of Public Health (FRSPH), and
Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine (FRSM).

Dr Mabhala’s research interest centres on socio-economic
determinants of inequalities in health and social justice. His
recent research work has had a focus on marginalised popu-
lation groups and under researched subjects including
homeless, new psychoactive substance users, students’ de-
terminants of health and food bank. His research on home-

liness was nominated for “2018 EducateNorth award”.
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He has published extensively in international peer-
reviewed journals. He is co-editor of Health Improvement
and Well-Being: Strategies for Action, which was highly
commended in the British Medical Association’s Medical
Book Awards 2015, and co-edited Key Concepts in Public
Health (2009). He is a reviewer in several international

peer-reviewed journals.

He had been invited keynote speaker at several internation-
al conferences and presented his research findings in sever-

al national and international conferences.

He has experience in leading international research pro-
jects. He was the North West England co-ordinator of the
International Study on University Students’ Determinants

of Health.
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