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Small Pilot Survey Report

Results of the on-line survey of academic staff and stu-
dents of the School of Health Sciences of the University
of Georgia about Doctoral Program Medea Doc and
Framework Program Medea

Vasil Tkeshelashvili, Elza Nikoleishvili

Goal and objective of the pilot research:

0 Identify the attitude of academic staff and students to-
wards the doctoral program Medea Doc and framework
program Medea.

0 Specification of research tool, methodology, target
groups and facilitation of preparation of large-scale
research through elaboration of recommendations.

Methodology:

A questionnaire comprising of 14 questions was drawn up
for anonymous survey, separately for academic staff and
for students. Between these two questionnaires, the first
four questions were different. Next 10 questions were iden-
tical in both questionnaires.

Anonymous questionnaire for students
Please, circle at what level of education you are:
1. Doctoral program

2. Master’s program

3. Bachelor program

Response/
assessment
# | Question Yes | No | Have
no
an-
swer

1| If you were going to study
the on the doctoral pro-
gram, would you enroll in a
Medea Doc?

2| If you are studying on other
doctoral program, would

you join Medea Doc by mo-
bility?
3 | Is it possible to overcome

study component of Medea
Doc?
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Anonymous questionnaire for academic staff

Response/assessment
# | Question Yes | No | Have no
answer

1 | Does the content of Me-

dea Doc comply with the
goal and outcomes of the
program?

2 | Are the goal and out-
comes of Medea Doc fo-
cused on the labor mar-
ket?

3 | Does the study compo-
nent of Medea Doc need

improvement?

4 | Does the research com-
ponent of Medea Doc

need improvement?

On May 17, at 15:54:32, Programs MEDEA were sent to
academic staff and students to get acquainted with, notify-
ing that in the next days their anonymous on-line survey
will be conducted.

On May 31, from 12:00 questionnaires for academic staff
and students of Georgian-tought programs of the School
(for doctoral students from 18:00) were made available on
their UG on-line pages. As the questionnaires were made
available for doctoral students later, the deadline was post-
poned to June 3, till 12:00. On June 3, at 12:00 databases
were closed and sent to School. It means, that in three-day
on-line survey (including Saturday and Sunday) participat-
ed and our questions were answered by 20 academic staff
members and 15 students, a total of 35 persons.

In the initial review of the database received in Excel ta-
bles, it appeared that all 15 students were the BA program
students; None of MA and PhD students from 50-member
target group had participated in the survey, while in the
questionnaire for students, 4 questions were mainly focused
on doctoral students.

Thus, in the students’ survey results from the first 4 ques-
tions we took into consideration responses of BA students
only on 3™ and 4™ questions.

Here it should be noted further lack of the survey organiza-
tion. Questionnaires were not sent to English language pro-
gram students. Thus, the findings of students' opinion sur-
vey results in this section can not be diverse and complete.

The other obvious circumstance. Most of respondents had
no answer on the question. They were excluded from fur-
ther survey (See below).
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Indicator - Person/Answer was introduced in small pilot
survey.

Each interviewed person answered 14 questions.

In total participants of the survey 35 persons * 14 =490
person/answer.

Including;:

Students 15 * 14 = 210 student/answer.

Acad. staff/pers. 20 * 14 =280 Acad. staff/ answer.

From the total number of student/answers (210), answers
on the 1% and 2™ questions were excluded, resulting in 180
student/answers. Afterwards student/have no answer (131)
were excluded and 79 student/ answer wee left for analysis.
Following responses among them:

Plus - 44

Minus - 4

Yes - 21

No - 10.

If we consider the response Yes as Plus, and No as Minus,
we’ll have the following:

Plus - 65

Minus - 14

Total — 79 student/answer.

Thus, 79 from total of 210 student/answer have been ana-

lyzed.

Table 1:

r X ¢ Contingency Table: Results

The results of a contingency table X* statistical test per-
formed at 15:38 on 6-JUN-2019

data: contingency table

A B
1 44 4 48
2 21 10 31
65 14 79
expected: contingency table
A B
1 395 851
2 255 549

chi-square = 7.39
degrees of freedom = 1
probability = 0.007

Thus, at first glance the trend of students' statistically sig-
nificant positive attitude towards doctoral program Medea
Doc and framework program Medea was revealed (See Pic-
ture 1).

Acad. staff 20 * 14 =280 acad. staff/answer.

From 280 acad. staff/response 164 person/have no answer
were excluded, and 116 person/response were analyzed,
including:

44 - Yes,

9 - No,

63 - Plus,

0 - Minus.
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Picture 1.
Source: research results

In contrast to the students’ questionnaire, on the questions

3 and 4 in the questionnaire for academic staff Yes did not

necessarily mean the Plus, and No did not mean Minus.

In 3" and 4™ questions:

0 Does the study component of “Medea Doc” need im-
provement?

0 Does the research component of “Medea Doc” need
improvement?

On these questions 2 academic staff members responded

Yes (2*2=4 student/answer). On the same question 9 No

student/answers were obtained.

Here it should be noted further lack of the research. Only

quantitative research was conducted. Accordingly, we did

not receive from academic staff the answer (4 person/

answer) what did they mean when indicating that study and

research components of the Medea Doc need improvement.

In our conditions only in 2 cases was raised the issue of

necessity of conducting qualitative study in addition to

quantitative. The latter should be considered in the design

of next research.

Thus, after correction of the data on answers, we obtained
total of 116 student/answers, including:
Yes - 44, No - 9, Plus - 63, Minus - 0.

After combining the answers:
Plus - 107, Minus - 9.

Table 2:

rx c Contingency Table: Results
data: contingency table

A B
1 4 9 53
2 63 0 63
107 9 116
expected: contingency table
A B
1 489 411
2 581 4.89

chi-square = 11.6
degrees of freedom =1
probability = 0.001
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formed at 15:38 on 6-JUN-2019
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A B

1 44 4 48

2 21 10 31
65 14 79

expected: contingency table
A B

1 395 8.51
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chi-square = 7.39
degrees of freedom = 1
probability = 0.007

50009650, 300390039 99b9300m 25d™M0339mMo,
LEAOEGOLEBHO0ZMNMOE LEOHIMDbM, LsmgEmOH™
36MaM5dol: M30 39q9L s BsMBM 3OHMYMaol:
»09090L* GgLobgd LEBH*IBEJOOL WoYIOOMO
396gmdogdol ¢9gbgbios (ob. LyyGsmo 1).

030. 396b. 20 * 14 =280 53¢0.39Mb./3sLbo.

280 5300.396L./35Ib06 dodmomoibs 164 39MHLimbs/
56 Bogal 35Lvgbo, FgLsdsdobs gosbowrobs 116
396LMBS 3sLvbo, ds0d FmEOU:

m+ B-
44
a 10
" ﬂ'
Student/Answer Total

44 - 30, 9- 56, 63- 3¢ Lo, 0 - JobmLo.
boyprsoo 1.

fgote2: 33¢2930b 89098900

UEHI6EHJIOL 30HZMOLOYD 2sbLb3sz39d0m,

535009300 39OLMbBowOL 3oMb3zM0L 8g-3 s dg-4

393000b39030 30 LvyEsE 96 60TBs3S 3EONML,

565 56 3096535 0bMLL, G599 30Gr0J00.

99-3 s d9-4 9930mbgzgdo:

0 LoFoMmgdl mvwg 565 45w9dxmdILYOSL MO 39l
Lobifogerm 3m33mbgbdo?

0 BoFoMmgdl mvy 565 49wgdxMdILYOSL MO BxYOL
33193000 3m33mbgb@Eo0?

ISSN 24499-2647: Caucasus Journal of Health Sciences and Public Health, Volume 3, Issue 5, June 21, 2019



https://www.caucasushealth.ge E ISSN 2449-2450

Thus, at first glance the trend of statistically significant
positive attitude of academic staff towards doctoral pro-
gram Medea Doc and framework program Medea was re-
vealed (See Picture 2).
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Picture 2.
Source: research results

No difference between general attitudes of students and
academic staff towards the programs was revealed.

Table 3.
r X ¢ Contingency Table: Results

data: contingency table
A B
1 107 9 116
2 65 14 79
172 23 195
expected: contingency table
A B
1 102. 13.7
2 69.7 932

chi-square = 4.48
degrees of freedom = 1
probability = 0.034

m+ B-
107 14
Academic Students Total
Personal
Picture 3.

Source: research results

Thus, 172 out of 195 person/answers on the doctoral pro-
gram Medea Doc and framework program Medea were
positive and 23 - negative.
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The results of a contingency table X” statistical test per-
formed at 17:05 on 6-JUN-2019

data: contingency table
A B

1 44 9 53

2 63 0 63
107 9 116

expected: contingency table
A B

1 48.9 4.11

2 58.1 4.89

chi-square = 11.6
degrees of freedom = 1
probability = 0.001
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Due to small groups of respondents, in-depth analysis of
answers to each question did not reveal statistically signifi-
cant differences. In turn, the latter shows that for further
detailed analysis it is necessary to increase the number of
respondents in target groups.

Conclusion:

The trend of positive attitude of students and academic staff
towards doctoral program Medea Doc and framework
program Medea was revealed.

Detailed analysis of attitudes of students and academic staff
according to each question requires conduction of more
large-scale research..

Recommendations:

1. In the subsequent research design, quantitative research
should be accompanied by quantitative research (if
needed, new window shall appear for open questions).

2. Analysis should be performed with the use of SPSS
software.

3. Survey should be conducted by bilingual questionnaire
in on-line mode.

4. Besides UG, the research should be conducted in other
higher educational institutions as well, that requires
establishment of inter-university network connection.

5. Students’; Scientific Board Members should be in-
volved in the research, who will establish communica-
tions with students from other universities. Together
with distribution of the program Medea, will periodi-
cally distribute announcements on upcoming on on-line
surveys.

6. Together with university students, target groups should
also include high school pupils *).

7. In order to minimize the number of “person/have no
answer”, potential respondents programs Medea and
questionnaires should receive at least 1 month before
the survey is conducted.

8. It will be optimal to conduct next research in autumn
semester: in September distribute programs Medea and
questionnaires, in October-November (date should be
specified to avoid coincidence with mid-term assess-
ments) conduct research and in December — publish
research results.

*) Remark: The latters should be asked the question: which
way of education they would choose:

Current: 12 grades, finishes at 18 years of age, passes na-
tional examinations, enters 4-year bachelor program
(graduates at the age of 22), then passes 2 years of master
program (24 years of age), at best, will continue 3 years of
doctoral studies. At best, will be granted PhD degree at 27
years of age. While in this age he/she can become DR.
HAB with various degrees and diplomas.

Students should be widely involved in the grant research
project. The ministry of Education has issued a recommen-
dation on supporting of student-pupil relations, and projects
focused on establishment of their tandems.
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r X ¢ Contingency Table: Results

The results of a contingency table X* statistical test per-
formed at 17:30 on 6-JUN-2019

data: contingency table
A B

1 107 9 116

2 65 14 79
172 23 195

expected: contingency table
A B

1 102. 13.7

2 69.7 9.32

chi-square = 4.48
degrees of freedom = 1
probability = 0.034
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