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Medea PS

A. Mechanism for involvement in the united integrated
research of students at any stage of education during
their study in the Program Medea:

Since at all the stages of study in the program Medea, with
the acquisition of knowledge and practical skills, the main
focus is on researches, during the presentation of the Pro-
gram there is a need to demonstrate the scheme for plan-
ning of multi-year grant research.

Each 3-5-year scientific-research grant program, announced

by the Health Research Institute, shall include participation
of 2-3 doctoral students or 2 doctoral and 1 post-doctoral
students. Each doctoral student can be assigned to 2-3 MA
research, each MA student — for 2-3 BA research, and each
BA student — 2-3 professional activities.

In such multilevel, complex scientific activities functions
and responsibilities of each participant can be distributed as
follows:

Objectives, set for achieving the goal of 3-5-year grant sci-
entific research are distributed between 2-3 doctoral stu-
dents or 2 doctoral and 1 post-doctoral students. For each

doctoral and/or post-doctoral student grant project objective

is a goal of their own research, and objectives for their
achievement — goals of MA research; In turn, objectives of
MA researches — are BA research goals, and BA research
objectives are goals of professional activities.

Thus, whole cohort of students of different levels of study-
ing can join the 3-5-year grant scientific research, under
general supervision/leadership of multi-year research pro-
ject leader - DR.HAB or, at least ScD.

In conditions of such scheme of scientific-research activi-
ties several positive trends can be distinguished::
1. Postdoctoral student leads the PhD, MA and BA re-

searches associated with his/her research and profes-
sional activities related to these researches, thus in-
creasing the chances of successful conduct of research-
es, in co-authorship with students on other stages of
education publishes in the journal results of research
and simultaneously to scientific activities, has practice
in pedagogy of research.

2. Doctoral student co-leads MA and BA researches asso-
ciated with his/her research and professional activities
related to these researches, thus increasing the chances
of successful conduct of researches, in co-authorship
with students on other stages of education publishes in
the journal results of research and simultaneously to
scientific activities, has practice in pedagogy of re-
search.
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conduct of researches, in co-authorship with students on 1.
other stages of education publishes in the journal results

of research and simultaneously to scientific activities,

has practice in pedagogy of research.

4. Postdoctoral student serves as expert of PhD, MA and
BA researches in areas adjacent to his/her research top-
ic and professional activities related to these research-
es, thus increasing the chances of successful conduct of
researches, in co-authorship with students on other
stages of education publishes in the journal results of
research and simultaneously to scientific activities, has o
practice in pedagogy of research.

5. Doctoral student serves as expert of MA and BA re-
searches in areas adjacent to his/her research topic and
professional activities related to these researches, thus
increasing the chances of successful conduct of re-
searches, in co-authorship with students on other stages
of education publishes in the journal results of research
and simultaneously to scientific activities, has practice
in pedagogy.

6. MA student serves as expert of BA researches in areas 3.
adjacent to his/her research topic and professional ac-
tivities related to these researches, thus increasing the
chances of successful conduct of researches, in co-
authorship with students on other stages of education
publishes in the journal results of research and simulta-
neously to scientific activities, has practice in peda-

gogy.

7. United efforts of the cohort of students studying at dif-
ferent levels of education and involved in grant scien- 4.
tific-research project will generate a synergistic effect,
which will be expressed in successful implementation
of research fragments and whole research itself, im-
provement of general education level of students
through intensive pedagogical practice, and increased
number and quality of scientific papers and publica-
tions.

8. Publication of joint research results in the journal, cita-
tion in reviews of own, as well as obtained in adjacent
areas results, will facilitate creation of citation mecha-
nism, which, in turn, will increase chances of granting
impact-factor status to the journal.
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B. Continuity and duration of professions-based educa-
tion under program Medea and certification of stu-
dents:

Implementation of such model of research integrated
into multiple levels of education will clearly detect
competition concepts and topics of researches planned
for each level of study on the initial stage. There will
be no need for additional efforts and waste of time to
specify research topic for each student studying at dif-
ferent levels of education. Together with avoiding
waste of time (this time, ~ 3-4 weeks, will be added to
research activities). Organization of competitions on
pre-announced topic will increase the quality of con-
cepts.

Chances of successful implementation of the program
Medea will increase.

These issues are reviewed on the example of public health.
1* level: education level 5: professional specialization

6 from 10 elective professions in Public Health:

1.

2.
3.
4

© %0 N

Environmental Health Officer (Diploma)

Health Inspector (Diploma)

Sanitary Inspector (Diploma)

Med.Lab. Technician (Elective: bacteriology, bio-
chemistry, immunology/serology, molecular diagnos-
tics, genetics, tissue cultures, virology, pharmacology,
toxicology, radiology)(Diploma)

Food Safety Inspector (Diploma)
Toxicologist-Pharmacologist (Diploma)
Occupation Hygienist (Diploma)

Occupation Health and Safety Inspector (Diploma)
Public Health Chief Officer (Diploma)

10. Health Advocate (Diploma).

In each profession are granted 30 ECTS, and 1 semester is
allocated (5,5-6 months)

Total for obtaining 6 professions - 3 years (6 diplomas).

2" Jevel: education level 6: Undergraduate (BA)
Student, having 180 ECTS, with 6 professional specializa-
tions (diplomas) conducts research (30 ECTS) in 1% se-
mester (5,5-6 months) and defends BA degree.

Total for obtaining BA degree - 3,5 years (7" diploma).

3" level: education level 7: post-graduate (MA)
Elects one from 10 specialties:

6.

10.
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1. Environmental Medicine (60 ECTS + research 30
ECTS)

2. Epidemiology and Biostatistics 60 ECTS + research 30

ECTS)

Medical Ecology 60 ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

Health Promotion 60 ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

5. Public Health and Health Policy - (60 ECTS + research
30 ECTS)

6. Nutriciology (60 ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

7. Occupation Health (Labor Hygiene and Safety) (60
ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

8. Health Advocacy (60 ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

9. Public Health Administration (60 ECTS + research 30
ECTS)

10. Sanitary and Hygiene (60 ECTS + research 30 ECTS)

Total for obtaining MA degree -1,5 year (8" diploma).

W

4™ Jevel: education level 8: Doctoral program
Total for obtaining PhD degree - 3 years (9" diploma).

5™ Jevel: education level 9: ,,Post-Doc* (post-doctoral

program)
Total for obtaining ScD degree - 1 year (10™ diploma).

6™ level: education level 10: Habilitation
Total for obtaining HD degree - 0,5 year (11™ diploma).

Total of 9.5 years will take a student for complete con-
tinuous education in Public Health and together with rele-
vant education and skills will receive 11 diplomas and cer-
tificates (excluding certificates for passed trainings).
Professional, BA and MA education in Public Health may
have an alternative — one-cycle (5 years) study. Availability
of different systems for education is expected to raise the
issue of matching the quality of MA degrees obtained in
different ways. Good solution for this problem on this level
of education (3" level: education level 7: MA or one-cycle)
to our opinion would be adding of 1 semester (5.5-6
months) module of habilitation and granting MSc degree to
students (12™ diploma). In this case, complete course of
study in Public Health of the Program Medea will take 10
years.

If we take into consideration the fact that high school pu-
pils can start studying the professional specialties after
completion of 9™ grade (from 15-16 years of age), Program
Medea makes it possible to train DR.HAB who will be un-
der 30 years of age.
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C. Risk of full realization of the Program Medea:

The only objective circumstance impeding full implemen-
tation of the Program Medea is the fact that it goes beyomd
the current legislative framework of Georgia. Consequent-
ly, it will be necessary to carry out preparatory activities in
order to obtain adequate regulations (Prepare and lobby the
draft law on the higher education and package of relevant
normative acts, accreditation of the Program) at the highest
governmental levels (Parliament, Ministry of Education
and Science, National Center for Educational Quality En-
hancement).

While lobbying of the draft law resistance is expected from
the experts with PhD degree, who, due to their subjective
views, will not be willing to accept the fact that there exist
higher scientific degrees. Strong supporters of the Program
Medea: specialists with ScD degree, who, despite 12-14
years' break, unlike dinosaurs, still make quite large group
(unfortunately, mostly pension age) and feel themselves
unfairly discriminated.

D. ScD, DR.HAB (HD):

Among known to me Western and Eastern European coun-
tries where granting of SeD degree is still regulated are
Slovenia, Russia, and post-Soviet countries.

My case: | finished my post-graduate study in 1982
(equivalent to current doctoral program) in the Prof. N.
Petrov Scientific-Research Institute (Leningrad, USSR)
and was granted the degree of the Candidate of Medical
Sciences (by current classification — PhD). In 1992 I gradu-
ated from doctoral program (by current classification —
post-doctoral program) in the Prof. N. Petrov Scientific-
Research Institute (Sankt-Petersburg, Russia) and was
granted the degree of the Doctor of Medical Sciences (ScD
— currently not classified in Georgia).

ScD degree in Georgia was operational until 2006-2007. In
this period so-called nostrification of scientific degree have
been implemented, according to which degrees of candi-
date of sciences and doctor of sciences were viewed on one
flat (“They were thrown into one pot”) and equated with
PhD degree, i. e. ScD was downgraded. Initiators justified
this action by the fact that accession of the higher educa-
tional-scientific institutions of Georgia to the Bologna pro-
cess allegedly demanded this. They took into account ex-
amples of the USA and part of developed European coun-
tries, such as UK and Nordic countries, where PhD is still
highest scientific degree. Unfortunately, they did not con-
sider experience of countries, which are also connected to
the Bologna process and have post-doctoral programs, as
well as habilitation. It is also unclear for me the regulations
of countries that have post-doctoral programs but do not
grant ScD degree. I, for example, have PhD and ScD de-
grees, but if allowed by the Georgian legislation, I would
readily pass habilitation even in my pension age under Pro-
gram Medea and become DR.HAB.
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Personally, I cannot close my eyes to the reality that there
is a possibility for further development by two stages in
relation to knowledge and scientific degree, that’s why I
believe in its universal implementation in future, which will
promote the progress.

This progress can be clearly observed if we imagine the
group of educated young people, staffed with 26-27year
old DR.HABsS, 24-25 year old ScDs, 23-24 year old PhDs,
21-22 year old MScs, 20-21 year old MAs, 19-20 year old
BAs, 17-18 year old persons with professional specializa-
tions. Being in the best phase of health and physical activi-
ties, this group, which has 30-50 years of active scientific,
research and creative activities can bring great synergistic
effect and shall have the open way towards the progress.
According to the effective and pragmatic view, the latter is
the duty and obligation of the State.

E. Epilogue

NB: Specialist with 6 levels of education, who have
gained full knowledge and skills through stages of educa-
tion will promote population health protection, health advo-
cacy, disease prevention and reduction of burden of diseas-
es, increased life expectancy, public wellbeing/wellness,
economic activities, increase of GDP, getting of social ben-
efits, and progress.

F. Post PS:

Today, on May 26, 2019 I congratulate all of you on the
independence of Georgia, and wish you health, well-being,
protection of human rights and freedoms, including in edu-
cation, and progress.

On June 21, the Program Medea and its assessments will be
presented at the IV Students Scientific Conference.

Let the students and academic staff to decide whether they
want to study the program Medea, master educational and
scientific-research art and actively participate in this pro-
cess.

Sincerely,

Vasil Tkeshelashvili

Doctor of Medical Sciences (ScD),
Professor

Thilisi, May 26, 2019
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