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Abstract

This article presents an overview of oral health-care deliv-
ery in Georgia since 2014.Paper describes the dental edu-
cation sources, shows the statistics of licensed dentists and
number of dentists of seven sub-specialties registered in
Georgia. National statistics office of Georgia (Geostat),
Ministry of Labor Health and Social Affairs and National
Centre for disease Control (NCDC), Georgian legislation
Matsne were used as the information source.
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Introduction

This paper will present the oral health care system and its
current status in Georgia. Most of the data cited in the pa-
per were obtained from the National statistics office
(Geostat), Ministry of Labor Health and Social Affairs and
National Centre for disease Control (NCDC) in 2014-
2017.

The country and its population structure

Georgia is located at the crossroads of Western Asia and
Eastern Europe, bounded by to the west by the Black Sea,
to the north by Russia, to the south by Turkey and Arme-
nia, and to the southwest by Azerbaijan. It covers the terri-
tory of 69,700 km2.

Not including the territories occupied by Russia (Abkhazia
and South Ossetia), population of Georgia is 3 718 200 [1]
of whom 47, 7 % are male and 52, 3 % female[2]. 30 % of
the population resides in the capital Tbilisi, and the rest of
the 70% in rural areas. The majority of Georgian popula-
tion consists of ethnic Georgians 86, 3 %, 6, 27 % Azer-
baijan’s, 4, 53 % Armenians, 0.71 % Russians and other
minorities. From 2013 the Georgian population was con-
siderably decreased. Three main factors were the reason of
this statistics: birth rate, death rate and migration. The gov-
ernment of Georgia is trying to slow down the drop-in
population decline by encouraging new births through so-
cial programs [3].

Health Insurance

Universal health care program is widely used among the
population of Georgia, except for the Upper and Upper
Middle class families that chose private health insurance
plans. The right to use additional private insurance plans is
available to the socially vulnerable, pensioners, children
aged 0-6, teachers, students, internally displaced, persons
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with disabilities. Without changing the targeted special ser-
vices provided by the universal program. The Universal
Health Care program insures only urgent medical services
such as oral cavity phlegmon and abscess, craniofacial
fractures, mandible and maxilla fractures, and some emer-
gency cases. Planned dental services are not covered this
insurance [4]. In 2006 Colgate-Palmolive launched an oral
health educational program “Bright Smile, Bright Future”.
But rather than that there are no state oral health education
programs in the country [5].

Dental workforce

The number of licensed dentists according to their posi-
tions from 2014 to 2017 is 8420. The Georgian statistical
Centre provided this information of dentists in active prac-
tice. (2014 -1846; 2015-2140; 2016-2281,2017-2153)
(Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Number of Dentists in 2014-2017 in active practice.

The gender of Georgian dentists they can’t provide [6].

Dental Education

Currently there are 9 Dental Schools in Georgia, three be-
ing State and six private schools. Five of the universities
have English Dental Programs.

Medical and Dental education in Georgia is a one stage
higher education program which ends with awarding aca-
demic degree of certified physician/Dentist (MD and DMD
respectively). Academic Degree is received after complet-
ing educational program of 360 credits for medical doctors
and 300 credits for doctor of dental medicine respectively
[10].

Admission in dental schools is granted to those who suc-
cessfully pass Unified National Exams (Law defined by
Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia).

In the Figure 2 and Figure 3 the statistics of graduated stu-
dents in public health programs is presented, among the
2015-2017 years period.
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Figure 2
Figure 3

Dental School graduates are mandated to enroll residency
programs in seven specialties of Dentistry offered by the
Thilisi State University and Tbilisi State Medical Universi-

ty [11].

There are seven sub specializations in Dentistry Georgia :
maxillofacial surgery, orthodontics, prosthetic dentistry,
therapeutic dentistry (conservative dentistry, endodontics,
periodontology), surgical dentistry, pediatric therapeutic
dentistry, pediatric surgical dentistry[12].In the figure 4
statistics of the students is presented, which were involved
in the dental residency programs, from 2014-2017 years.
Figure 5 describes the statistics of licensed dentists during
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Calculus was presents in 3.3% children. Regarding this
epidemiological research, there are no prevention program
ordered to improve the oral health among school children.

Costs of Oral Health Services

As virtually all oral health services are provided under pri-
vate arrangements between patients and dentists, it is im-
possible to know exactly how much is spent on oral health
care in Georgia.
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