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Concept

Doctoral Program: healthcare Plus, 10 represents 10 doc-
toral programs with a common platform and is based on
independent doctoral programs in Healthcare (09) (0901
Medicine, 0902 Dentistry, 0903 Pharmacy, 0904 Public
health, 0905 Nursing, 0906 Physical Medicine and Reha-
bilitation) and field of Business Administration (02) —
Management (0203) in healthcare-associated specialties
(020303 Healthcare Administration, 020304 Pharmacy Ad-

ministration, 020308 Public Health Administration, 020309

Medical Tourism and Wellness Administration) and ac-
cordingly basic 10 directions of research.
Therefore, Doctoral program includes:

Healthcare (09) fields:
0901 Medicine
0902  Dentistry
0903  Pharmacy
0904  Public health
0905  Nursing
0906  Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

Following specializations in the field of Management
(0203) in Business Administration (02):
020303 Healthcare Administration
020304 Pharmacy Administration
020308 Public Health Administration
020309 Medical Tourism and Wellness Administration

Accordingly, the Doctoral Program will have 10 independ-
ent qualifications to be awarded.:

0901  PhD in Medicine

0902  PhD in Dentistry

0903  PhD in Pharmacy

0904  PhD in Public Health

0905  PhD in Nursing

0906 PhD in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

020303 PhD in Healthcare Administration
020304 PhD in Pharmacy Administration
020308 PhD in Public Health Administration

020309 PhD in Medical Tourism and Wellness Admin-
istration
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Name of Doc-
toral Program

Healthcare Plus, 10

Qualifications
to be awarded

1. 0901 PhD in Medicine

2. 0902 PhD in Dentistry

3. 0903 PhD in Pharmacy

4. 0904 PhD in Public Health

5. 0905 PhD in Nursing

6. 0906 PhDin Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation

7. 020303 PhD in Healthcare Administra-
tion

8. 020304 PhD in Pharmacy Administra-
tion

9. 020308 PhD in Public Health Admin-
istration

10. 020309 PhD in Medical Tourism and
Wellness Administration

Prerequisites
for admission

to the program:

Obtaining the right to study on the PhD
program at the University of Georgia is pos-
sible: for the Fall semester — from April 1 to
May 15; for Spring semester — from October
1 to November 15.

Study begins and is conducted according to
the academic calendar approved by the Aca-
demic Board.

Students are enrolled by the Decree of the
Presidents of the university, based on ad-
ministrative registration and satisfaction of
the following criteria defined by the univer-
sity:

a. Basic education diploma in medicine or
dentistry or pharmacy or public health or
nursing or physical medicine and rehabil-
itation or healthcare administration, tour-
ism or resort activities;

b.Presentation of B2 level English language
knowledge certificate (FCE (First Certifi-
cate in English)), presentation of a docu-
ment certifying studying on English-
language BA/MA/PhD progrems abroad,
or passing English language entrance ex-
amination for doctoral program of the
University of Georgia. Minimum compe-
tence level in English language is at least
51% of maximum evaluation.

c. Presentation of research concept in the
elected field.

d. Recommendation letter of two professors
and / or associate professors or Emeritus
of the University of Georgia in the rele-
vant field.
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Goal of the Program

Goal of the Doctoral program healthcare Plus, 10 — give
the doctoral students contemporary theoretical knowledge
and develop practical scientific research and pedagogical
skills according to elected specialties in Healthcare
(Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Public Health, nursing,
Physical medicine and rehabilitation) or Business Admin-
istration (Healthcare Administration, Pharmacy Admin-
istration, Public Health Administration, Medical Tourism
and Wellness Administration).

New knowledge based on evidence obtained through epide-
miological, clinical, and experimental researches will facil-
itates preparation of qualified scientific and academic staff
and expanding existing knowledge in effective control,
screening, early diagnostics, treatment, prevention of dis-
eases, health promotion and protection and physical reha-
bilitation.

In the perspective, enhanced knowledge in the field of
healthcare and business administration and preparation of
scientific and pedagogic staff will promote creation of fa-
vorable conditions that will contribute to population health
promotion and protection, disease prevention and decrease
burden of diseases, increase life expectancy, improve the
quality of life, wellness, social benefits and economic pro-
gress.
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Program consists of Study (60 ECTS ) and Research (120
ECTS) components. Study component consists of 4 mod-
ules:

*  Field Study Module (Specialty)* - is a main elective
subject (10 ECTYS), that the doctoral student chooses
himself/herself and before the start of the study pre-
sents concept of dissertation topic in elected field or
specialty.

Therefore, the Program has 10 main elective field study
modules (specialty) *:

Study module in Medicine
Study module in Dentistry
Study module in Pharmacy
Study module in Public health
Study module in Nursing

Study module in Healthcare Administration
Study module in Pharmacy Administration
Public health Management

0. Medical Tourism and Wellness Management

s e Al

*

Two modules (Teaching methods 5 ECTS and peda-
gogical practice 5 ECTS) are represented as general
university subjects and are aimed at development of
pedagogical skills for doctoral students.

*  Two modules (Philosophy of Science, Research Ethics,

Project Development and Management; Research in

healthcare and Business Administration), together with
main field study module prepares the doctoral student

for research component.

,Dissertation Thesis® is a research component of doctoral
program and consists of the following basic activities

(fragments) to be implemented in 4 stages:

Literature review on research topic
Research protocol

Scientific research

Dissertation thesis defense.
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Study module in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
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Beginning of the research component by the doctoral stu-
dent is determined by Scientific Supervisor. In the first
year of study (1% and 2™ semesters), a doctoral student
passes subjects of the study component. Pedagogical prac-
tice student can pass in the next semesters. If doctoral stu-
dent studies subjects of study component easily he/she can
begin research component activities from the first year,
particularly — literature review on research topic and prep-
aration of research protocol. In this case, the student will
be given three semesters (3", 4™ and 5™) for conducting
scientific research and 6™ semester — for dissertation paper
defense. Alternative: In the first year of study, the student
prepares only a review of the literature on research topic,
and begins preparation of research protocol in 3" semes-
ter, in 4™ and 5™ semesters conducts research and in 6™
semester defends dissertation paper (See Annex 1 to Doc-
toral Program: Roadmap of the Research Component of
the Doctoral Program).

Learning outcomes attaining methods:

Working on the book

Seminar

Execution of problem-oriented cases

Development of independent research design
Searching relevant materials in electronic resources or
library

Teaching/seminars/trainings and educational activities
Critical analysis

Literature analysis

Conducting scientific research

Analysis of research findings

Constructive critical assessment of own and other’s
work

Critical analysis of scientific articles provided in in-
ternational referencing editions

Discussion

Debates

Written work

Verbal, or oral method

Making presentations to local and international pro-
fessional societies

0 Consultations

SO

< ST

SO

Learning outcomes:
Knowledge and understanding

Graduate will have:

0 New in-depth and fundamental knowledge in a spe-
cialty elected in Healthcare or Business Administra-
tion elected specialty and gained through study mod-
ules and on the basis of evidences obtained by epide-
miological, clinical and experimental studies;

0 In-depth knowledge of evidence-based methodologies
and modern technologies for development of scien-
tific projects in elected field or specialty in healthcare
or business administration;
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Solid knowledge of the latest trends and modern
approaches to effective control, screening, early di-
agnostics, treatment of diseases, physical rehabilita-
tion, disease prevention and development of other
health services; Reassessing the already existing
knowledge and understanding of scopes of renewed
knowledge through its partial revaluation.

Applying the knowledge in practice

0

0

Graduate will be able to:

Apply in practice the most recent achievements in the
elected field or specialty in healthcare or business ad-
ministration;

Independently plan, implement and control biomedical
research oriented on creation of new knowledge in the
elected field or specialty in healthcare or business ad-
ministration;

Independently plan and implement innovative esearch
and supervise research processes aimed at studying
medical services and assessment of their effectiveness;
Create a new knowledge through multidisciplinary ap-
proach to systemic disease management, that will be
reflected as publications in international referenced
jopurnals;

Prepare and implement scientific-research projects on
topical problems in healthcare or business administra-
tion;

Supervise doctoral research in the elected specialty in
healthcare or business administration.

Making judgements
Graduate will be able to:

Formulate objective judgements and elaborate practi-
cal recommendations based on evidences obtained
through scientific researches in the elected specialty in
healthcare or business administration;

Critically analyze, synthesize and assess new and com-
plicated, sometimes controversial ideas and approach-
es in the elected specialty in healthcare or business
administration aimed at creation of knew knowledge
or revaluation of existing knowledge;

Identify problems faced during health service develop-
ment-delivery in the elected specialty in healthcare or
business administration and make independent evi-
dence-based decisions for their solution.
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Communication skills
Graduate will be able to:

0

Present to local and international professional sci-
entific society in grounded manner relations be-
tween knew and existing knowledge in the elected
specialty in healthcare or business administration;
Present to international referenced resources and
international professional scientific society new
evidence-based ideas generated on the basis of
scientific researches and participate in professional
scientific topical discussions.

Learning skills
Graduate will be able to:

O

Facilitate and develop further researches that are based
on recent achievements in the elected specialty in
healthcare or business administration;

Effectively apply new knowledge that is based on re-
cent achievements in educational and research activi-
ties.

Values
Graduate will have:

O

Understanding of need for research of cultural values
and ways for establishment of bioethical standards and
necessity of development of innovative methods in the
fields of healthcare or business administration;

Ability to formulate socially and ethically acceptable
scientific proposals on the basis of analysis of incom-
plete and limited information.

Doctoral student’s load:

0
0

Study component 1500 hours;
Research component 3000 hours.

Peculiarities of organization of teaching

0

¢

Teaching of study component is semester-based
(semester — 22 weeks)

Study components are led by competent academic staff
and invited specialists, and research components are led
by scientific supervisors of doctoral students.
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Knowledge assessment system:

The following assessment system is used for assess-
ment of dissertation paper:

a) Excellent (summa cum laude) — perfect paper;

b) Very good (magna cum laude) — result, which ex-
ceeds the requirements in all aspects;

c) Good (cum laude) — result, which exceeds the require-
ments;

d) Average (bene) — result, which meets the requirements
in all aspects;

e) Satisfactory (rite) — result, which, despite the short-
comings, still meets the requirements;

f) Insufficient (insufficienter) — result, which does not
imeet the requirements due to significant shortcomings;

o) Completely insufficient (sub omni canone) — result,
'which does not meet the requirements in no aspects.

Study components assessment system

Average University rate General rate in Georgia
97-100 A+
94-96 A A Excellent
91-93 A-
87-90 B+
84-86 B B Very good
81-83 B-
77-80 C+
74-76 C C Good
71-73 C-
67-70 D+
64-66 D D Satisfactory
61-63 D-
51-60 E E Sufficient
Negative rate
41-50 FX FX Failed
< 40 F F Failed

Human resources needed for implementation of educational
program:

During the course of study consultations and appropriate re-
searches with high-qualified Georgian and foreign colleagues
can be conducted, which is ensured by memorandums of co-
operation on international levels (University of Mississippi,
New York University - USA, University of Tromso - Norway,
University of Basque — Spain, etc., Affiliated professors of
the School).
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